
R-48*c 
For R e l e a s e Wednesday 
November 8 , 1939 , ,., ,. , ... ,;, ' . . • 

UNITED STATES DEl̂ ARTMENT OF LABOR 
WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION 

WASHINGTON, D, C. 

''' .,:•:'•' NOTICE OF OPPOlMriTITY TO PETITION 
•A ' - ' " ' ^ . FOH liEVIEW OF D E T E 1 1 : I N A T I 0 N AND 

f> -,• •;. ORDilR Iffi EMPL0YMK;T OF L E A M S R S 

IN TliE COTTON TEXTILE INDUSTRY AT ' 
,̂ '' ' ' .. M G i S LOli/ER THAN TIE MINIMUM IvAGE 
.• . • APPLICABLE rnJDER SECTION 6 OF THE 

FAIR LABOR S T M D A R D S ACT OF 1938 
'. y •: •' 

WHEREAS, -tlie o r i g i n a l a p p l i c a t i o n s made by the Cotton 

T e x t i l e I n s t i t u t e and sundry o the r p a r t i e s pursuant t o Sec t ion 14 of 

the Fa i r Labor Standards Act of 1938 and r e g u l a t i o n s ( P a r t 522 - Re

g u l a t i o n s Appl icable t o Employment of Learners Pursuant to Sect ion 14 of 

the Fa i r Labor Standards Act of 1938 - T i t l e 29, Labor, Cliapter V -

Y âge and Hour Divis ion) i s sued by the Admin is t ra to r t he reunde r , for pe r 

miss ion to employ l e a r n e r s i n the T e x t i l e Indus t ry a t wages l e s s than 

the minimum a p p l i c a b l e under Sec t ion 6 of "the Act were v/ithdrawn a f t e r 

a p u b l i c hea r ing was held upon sa id a p p l i c a t i o n s i n Washington, D, C», 

on November 28, 29, and 30, 1938 before Merle D. Vincent , a r e p r e s e n t a -

• t i v e of the Adra in is t ra tor duly au tho r i zed to conduct sa id I iearing; and 

VfiEREAS, the Cotton T e x t i l e I n s t i t u t e and sundry other p a r t i e s 

made a p p l i c a t i o n fo r a reconvenirij;; of tlie said hearing under sa id Act and 

r e g u l a t i o n s and for permiss ion to employ learulers i n the Cotton T e x t i l e 

Indus t ry a t v/ages lov/er t h a n the minimur.a wage app l i cab le under Sect ion 6 

of the Act by v i r t u e of the Toxt i lo Wage Order; and 

- T/IEEREAS, a f t e r due n o t i c e a reconvened pub l i c hear ing vras lield 

on these a p p l i c a t i o n s in ";Yashington, p . C , on October 12, 1939, before 

Merle D, Vincent , au tho r i zed r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Admin i s t ra to r , who -was 
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duly designated to preside at the hi..iaring and to determine; 

(a) What, i f any, occupation or occupations in the 

Textile Industry require a learning period; and 

;,•:''• ,1 (b) The fdotors v/hich may have a bearing upon c u r t a i l -

mont of opportunit ies for employment within tho •. 

Textile Industry, or brancli thereof, and -

(c) Under vviiat l imi ta t ions as towages , time, number, 

proportion, and longth of service special c e r t i f i 

cates may be issued to employers in the Textile .*• 

', ,.• - Industry, or branch thereof, for v/hatovor occupation, 

or occupations, i f any, aro found to require a Icarn-

';-_.:. ing poriod; and ... ; 

VraElEAS, tho said Morlo D. Vincont duly made findings of fact , 

copies of which v/ere f i lod in the o.i'fice of the Acting Administrator on 

November 4, 1939, and aro thoro available for inspection by in teres ted 

p a r t i e s , and mado the following detorminution and order; 

1. On or af ter October 31, 1939, special oor t i f ioa tos shall 
bo issued permitting employixnt of learners in the Toxtilo 

' . Indi;.stry at subminimum ra tes in the tox t i lo occupa'tions of 
machino operating, tending, fi::ing, and jobs imiiiediately ,, 

,:i incidental there to , except tlM..t no ce r t i f i ca t e shall be . ..• . 
deemed to apply to any employees porfoiming functions ' ' 
similar to those performed by the follov.'ing; sweepers, 
scrubbers, yard (Employees, v/atc^fincn, c l e r i ca l workers and 

•'* supervisors, time keepers, ru-.ciiine cleaners , jani-tors, £;nd 
t ruckers . In the tufted bedspread branch of tho industry, 

: c e r t i f i ca t e s shal l be issuod for the occupations of punch-
vrork operation and d ieni l lc operation, road only such oc
cupations. In tl'C curtain branch of tbo industry, c o r t i f i 
catos sljall b.- issued for the operation of sewing machines, / 
but for no other occupation. 

All such special ce r t i f i ca t e s shall be issued, upon tho 
follovdng terms, to a l l plants in the industry making appl i 
cation thorofor representing tbii.t experiencod v/orkors aro 
available to tho p lant , unless experienced -ivorkors arc found 
to bo a-railablo; ,) 
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. • ' r . . . - 3 - . y y . , • 

(a) Loarnors employed undor the ce r t i f i ca t e shall be 
paid at a ra-fce of not l e s s than 25 cents an hour; 
providod that in a l l plants whore experienced 
operators arc paid on a pieoo-worjc ra te , learners 

' --•: in the scune occupations shall be paid i-t l eas t tho sano 
picco-v/ork ra te and shall receive earnings paid on 
t h i s r:'.te, if in excess of tho abovo-statcd mini
mum. 

(b) No learner shall 'be employed undor the cor t i f i ca to 
longer theji 6 wocks; providod th^at in the -tufted 
bedspread branch of the industry no learner shall 
be employod longer than 8 v/oeks as a chenille 

,,- operator, and not longer ttian 16 weeks as a punch
v/ork operator, and not longer than ono 8-v/eek re* 
t ra in ing poriod for chonillc oper.ato rs learning 
punch-yvork; provided, fur ther , tha t i n t h e cur ta in 
branch of tho industry no learner shall be employod .-, 
under the cor t i f ica to longer than 8 v/eeks. 

(c) Learners onployod undor the c e r t i f i c a t e shal l not 
oxGood 3 porccr-t of tha -total numbor of persons 
in the learnor occupations, providod that in tho 
tuftod bedspread branch of the industry learners 

.,,., siiall not exceed 5 porcent of the t o t a l number of 
chenille and punchwork operators; providod further 
t ha t , in the curtain branch of tho industry, learn- . 
ors shall not exceed 5 percent of the t o t a l number 
of sowing-machine operators; and providod f ina l ly 
tilt.t the employment of as raany o.s 3 learners may 
bo authorized by any ce r t i f i ca te except that in the 
tufted bedsprijad and curtain branches of tho industry 
as many as 5 learners maybe authorized by any c c r t i -

, f i c a t e . In cases of plant expansion or new p lan ts , 
c e r t i f i c a t e s may be issued under Part 522 of tho 
Regulations for a larger numbor of learnors i f wed 

,- therefor i s found, 
• ' • , • • A'- . •'. • 

(d) Only learners shall be oiaployt'd at a subminimum 
v/ago undor tho c e r t i f i c a t e , and no learner shall bo 

.;: omployod under the ce r t i f i ca t e unless hired i\iion an 
experienced workor was not avail-able. 

(c) No loarnor siiall be employod at a subminimum wage 
undor tho c e r t i f i c a t e u n t i l and unless a copy of 

,, t h i s c e r t i f i c a t e is posted arjd kept piJctcd in a. •., 
coniSpicucuG' placo in the plant i:x v^hiA le-aj-ners 

, aro employed. . 
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2 . Any spec i a l c e r t i f i c a t e issuod pursuant to t h i s order may bo 
cancol led as of tho date of i s sue i f i t i s found th..it auch 
c e r t i f i c - i t o v/as i ssuod when experienced workers were a v a i l 
ab le and may bo c-'-ii c e l l ed prospecti-TOly or as cf the da te of 
v i o l a t i o n i f i t i s found t l r . t any cf i t s t e r n s have been 
v i o l a t e d or t h a t s k i l l e d workers h^.vo bocome a v a i l a b l e . No 
c e r t i f i c a t e i s suod pursuant to t h i s ordor sha l l be v a l i d 
a f t e r October 24, 1940, subjec t t o modif iout ion or ex tens ion 
on or beforo t h a t t ime follov/ing an ;p p r o p r i a t e r e c r s id or.-.tion 
of t h i s Order. 

3 . In t h i s Ordor the term " l e a r n e r " sha l l necji a person who has had 
l e s s than 6 v/eeks' exper ience i n the aggregate in any of tho 
l o a r n o r occupat ions i n any branch of the Tox t i lo Indus t ry ex
cept t u f t od bedspreads and c u r t a i n s . In tho t u f t e d bedspread 
brancli .':f the industrj,/ the terr.i " l e a r n e r " s h a l l mean a person 
who has h-.d l o s s than 8 r,fcoks' experionco as a chon i l l o opera
t o r , or 16 v/ccks' experionco as a punchwork o p e r a t o r , or l e s s 
than 8 weoks' exper ience as a c h e n i l l e opera to r p lus 8 v/oeks 
r e t r a i n i n g as a punchwork ope ra to r . In the c u r t a i n branch of 
the i n o u s t r y , tho ten.a " l e a r n e r " s h a l l mean a porson Viiho has 
had l o s s than 8 v/ocks' exper ience as a sev/ing-machine o p e r a t o r . 

'- I f any workor lu-.s p a r t i a l l y ccmpletod the app l i cab le l e a r n i n g 
pe r iod , .. s p r e sc r i bed above, tho time thus served s h a l l bo 
deducted from the l e a rn ing por iod a u t h o r i i c d by s p e c i a l c c r t i - \ 
f i c a t e upon any subsequen-fc employment. 

4 , In t h i s Order t h e torm "Toxt i lo Indus t ry" i s defined as undor 
tho T e x t i l e V«ago Ordor as fol lov/s ; 

(a) The me.nuf a c t u r ing or p rocoss ing of yarn or th read 
• ;,, ' and a l l procossos p repa ra to ry t h e r e t o , and the 

'•:, ' manufactur ing , blut .ching, dyeing, p r i n t i n g and other 
f i n i s h i n g uf v/oven f:,.brics (o ther than ca rpe t s and 
rugs) frcm co t ton , s i l k , f l a x , j u t e or any s2/nthctic 

. • f i b r e , or frcm mi:,:tures of these f i b e r s ; or from 
such mix tures ef these f i b e r s vd th wool or animal 
f i b o r (o thor than s i l k ) as a re spec i f i ed in c l auses 
(g) and ( h ) ; oxcopt the choral eal i .ianufacturing of 

•'. ' s y n t h e t i c f i b e r :md such r e l a t e d p rocess ing of yarn 
', . a s i s conducted in the establisliri ients mcinufacturing 
'. ' s y n t h e t i c f i b e r ; 

(̂  (b) The nanufac tu r ing cf b a t t i n g , v/adding or f i l l i n g and 
the p roces s ing of r/aste from the f i b e r s onumeratod 
i n c lauso ( a ) ; 

i 

(c) The nt^nufacturing, bleaching, dyoing, or other 
finishing of pilo fabrics (except carpets and rugs) 
from any fiber or yarn; 

(2441) 



5 -

(d) The procoss ing of any t e x t i l e f a b r i c , includod 
/ •. i n thiis d e f i n i t i o n of t h i s i n d u s t r y , i n t o any of 

-the follov/ing p roduc t s ; bags ; bcaidages and s u r g i 
ca l gauze, ba th mats and r e l a t e d a r t i c l e s ; bed
spreads ; b l a n k e t s , d i a p e r s ; d i d i c l o t h s , scrubbing 
clot?is and v /ash-c lo ths ; shee ts and p i l low case s ; 
t a b l e c l o t h s , J.unch-cloths and napkins ; t o w e l s ; 
and vidndow-curtains; 

(e) Tho manufacturing or I ' in ishing of b r a i d , ne t or 
l ace from any f i b o r or jixrn; 

( f ) The manufacturing of cordage, rope or tv/inc from 
any f i b e r or yarn ; 

(g) The manufacturing or process ing of yarn or t h r ead 
by systi^ras o the r t h a n 'the woolen system, from 
mix tures of v/ool or animal f i b e r (o the r t han s i l k ) 
vd th any of the f i b e r s des igna ted in c lauso ( a ) , 
conta in ing not more than 45 percent by weight of 
v/ool or animal f i b o r (o ther -tlrian s i l k ) ; 

(h) The manufactur ing , b loach ing , dyoing, p r i n t i n g or 
otiier f i n i s h i n g of v/ovcn f a b r i c s ( o t t e r t h a n c a r p e t s 
and rugs) fron mix tures of v/ool or animal f i b e r 
(o thor than s i l k ) conta in ing x'.ot more than 25 por
cont by v/oight of v/ocl or i;jn.'.'.mal f i bo r (o thor than 
s i l k ) J vdth any of the fiber.^ dos ig ra t cd in clauso 
( a ) , v/:ith a margin of tol'..;raace of 2 pe r cen t t o 
Bioct t.he ex iguno ies of mauafactLiro. 

This d e f i n i t i o n s h a l l not be deoi.iod t o includo tho 
Wool Indus t ry , curid tho op.;rati<.)iis cf said i ndus t ry are excludod 
from t h i s Dotorr.iiin;...ticn and Order. 

,.-. . NOW, TIiEREFOiiE, no t i c e i s hereby given t h a t pursuant 

t o Soc-fcion 522.13 of the said r e g u l a t i o n s as amended, p e t i t i o n s for r e 

view of the a c t i o n of the sa id au thor ized r ep resen t t - t i ve may be f i l e d by 

i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i o s v / i th in f i f toor i days a f t o r the p u b l i c a t i o n of t h i s 

n o t i c e i n the Federal R e g i s t e r . 

•• •'•, . ; Signed a t Washington, D. C , t h i s 7th day of November, 

1939. 

X'-CLA^'^-A^ % . \ef '^-<y<^' '^ 
Harold D. Jacobs, /\lbt].ng Adminis t ra tor 
Wage and Hour Divisicfn 
United S t a t e s Departiaent of Labor 
Yfeshington, D. C. 
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